
St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School

Willow Class: Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England – The Vikings.

Gospel Value- Justice

What I should know already

The Anglo-Saxons successfully invaded England in 450AD. They settled near rivers 

and seas. The Anglo-Saxons were not one united nation, but were made up of 

different tribes. They often fought against each other and they divided England 

into several kingdoms. 

Word Definition

Angles, Saxons, Jutes Germanic tribes that settled in Great Britain, 

forming the collective name – Anglo – Saxons.

Asgard The home of the gods.

Jarl A noble member of Viking society, ranked just 

below king. 

Lindisfarne A monastery in Northern England where Vikings 

first landed and attacked.

Longboat Viking ships used in battle, They were long, light, 

and slender so they could move around quickly.

Berserker Norse warriors legendary for working themselves 

into a frenzy before a battle and fighting with 

reckless savagery and insane fury.

Danelaw The part of England in which the laws of the 

Vikings  held sway and dominated those of the 

Anglo-Saxons.

Valhalla Viking heaven; a great hall where all the heroes 

slain in battle are received.

Pagan A person who worships many gods.

Viking A Scandinavian sea-pirate

Dane/Norseman A naïve or inhabitant of Denmark or Norway

Timeline

407 AD 450 AD 600 AD 793 AD 871 AD 886 AD 900 1042 1066

The Romans 

withdraw 

from Britain.

Anglo-Saxon 

invaders arrive 

in Britain. 

Anglo-Saxons 

gradually take 

over Britain. 

Vikings attack 

the monastery 

of Lindisfarne, 

Northumbria.

Alfred the Great 

becomes King of 

Wessex.

The Vikings and king Alfred 

divide England. Alfred 

keeps the West of England 

and the Vikings keep the 

East, later known as The 

Danelaw.

The Vikings 

establish rule 

over Scotland.

Edward the 

Confessor 

becomes king.

The last Anglo Saxon King,  Harold is 

killed in the Battle of Hastings by 

William  the Conqueror.

Norman Britain begins.  crowned King of 

England. 

Key Knowledge

In 793, travelling by longboat, the Vikings invaded Lindisfarne and attacked the monastery there. They came 

from Norway, Sweden and Denmark. Eventually, they started to settle and take over various Anglo-Saxon 

kingdoms.

By 886, England was split into the Danelaw (ruled by the Vikings) and the remaining kingdoms which were 

under Alfred the Great’s control. 

King Alfred was called Great as he established peace between the Anglo Saxons and the Vikings. He was a great 

advocator for education, and he strengthened the army. 

Alfred’s grandson, Edgar the peaceful, ruled until 975. After his death, there was period of instability until 1016 

when England was unified under king Cnut who became the ruler of all the kingdoms in England. He was very 

successful and died in 1035. 

After King Cnut's death, various contenders claimed their right to the throne, but it was William 1 (the 

conqueror) who succeeded in his bid to become king. This brought an end to the Anglo-Saxon and Viking rule 

in England and heralded the birth of the Norman period. 


