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What I should know already

The water cycle is the process of water moving around between the air and 

land. Water evaporates from the Earth’s surface. Water condenses to form 

clouds.  Water falls back to the earth precipitation. 

Word Definition

Channel

A groove in the land that the river flows 

along.

Course The path of the river from source to mouth. 

Deposits Material such as earth, sand or stones, 

dropped by a river. 

Erosion is the wearing away of something, like the 

land by a river. 

Estuary An estuary is a body of water where salt and 

freshwater mix. 

Meanders Bends in a river are called meanders. 

Mouth The place where a river reaches the sea is the 

mouth. 

Oxbow Lake A small arc-shaped lake formed when a 

meander is sealed off by deposition. 

Source The start of a river is its source.

Surface run-

off

Surface runoff is the precipitation that falls on 

land and flows downhill towards stream 

channels.

Tributary is a smaller river or stream flowing into a 

larger river or lake. 

Key Knowledge

A rivers starts on high land at its sources and meanders in its middle course, concluding in the lower 

course where its mouth meets the sea.

Flooding occurs when there is very heavy ran and the water level in a river raises until water spills 

over the top of the riverbank. 

Grid references help us to find places on a map. The first part of the grid references tells you how far 

ACROSS the map to go. The second part of the grid reference tells you how far UP the map to 

The River Thames is the second longest river in the UK flowing 346km. Its source is at the Thames 

Head, just north of the village of Kemble and south west of Cirencester in Gloucester. Its mouth is 

the Thames Estuary, at Southend in Essex. It flows into the North Sea.

Waterfalls are formed when the riverbed changes suddenly from hard rock to soft rock. Rapids are 

formed where a fast-flowing river quickly cuts downwards through a bed of hard and soft rocks, 

eroding the soft rock and leaving the hard rocks standing above the water surface.


