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What I should know already

To name and locate the countries of Europe, using maps. To know about the environmental 
characteristics of regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major 
cities. To understand the geographical features of a European region including  will climate 
zones, mountains, seas, coasts, rivers, settlement, land use, economic activity and the 
impact of humans on physical geography and vice versa. Map use, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Word Definition

USA The United States of America.

State An area of the USA which has its own system 

and laws.

Deserts Places that don't get much rain, and are very 

dry. They can be either hot places, or cold 

places. 

Settlements A settlement is a place where people live.

Valleys A valley is a type of landform in the lower 

part of the land, between two higher parts 

which might be hills or mountains.

Plains A plain is a broad area of relatively flat land.

Erosion Erosion is the wearing away of the land by 

forces such as water, wind, and ice.

Vegetation Plant life.

Economy How a country or place is doing in making 

goods, and how much money it has.

Drought Drought is an extended period of unusually 

dry weather when there is not enough rain.

Climate The long-term pattern of weather in a 

particular area.

Key Knowledge

There are 50 states in the USA. The USA shares borders with Canada, Mexico and maritime borders 

with Russia, Cuba and the Bahamas (as well as Canada and Mexico). 

The Grand Canyon in Arizona was famed by the immense power of the Colorado river which erode 

due landscape over millions of years.

New York is the most populated city in the USA. A moderate climate and flatter areas that are good 

for farming lead to higher populations as well as good access to transport and enough resources such 

as wood, coal, oil and copper. 

The climate in USA varies greatly depending where you live. In 2011, in the southeast of the USA, 

there were huge floods in Mississippi. Whereas in California, on the Western coast in 2014, there were 

extreme droughts. 

The main crops grown in the USA are corn, soy-beans, hay, wheat, cotton, grain and rice. Arable 

Farming involves plants and crops. Pastoral Farming involves animals and Mixed Farming includes 

both.


