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Willow Class: Living Things and their Habitats

Gospel Value-

Joy

What I should know already

• Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into 

adults. (Y2 - Animals, including humans)

• Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, 

including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal. (Y3 - Plants)

Word Definition

Life Cycle The journey of changes that take place

throughout the life of a living things 

including birth, growing up and 

reproduction. 

Reproduction The process of new living things being made

Sexual 

Reproduction

Two parents are needed to make offspring 

which are similar but not identical to either 

parent. 

Stigma The female part of the plant where the 

pollen is received.

Fertilises The action of fertilisation fuses the male and 

female sex cells together in order to develop

an egg. 

Stamen The male part of the plant where the 

filament and anthers (covered in pollen)

are. 

Pollination The transference of pollen to a flower, or 

plant to allow fertilisation. Happens in 

sexual reproduction

Metamorphosis An abrupt and obvious change in the 

structure of an animal’s body and their 

behaviour.

Asexual

Reproduction

One parent is needed to create an offspring 

which is an exact copy of the parent.

Runners, Bulbs 

and Cuttings.

Some of the different ways plants can 

reproduce asexually.

Key Knowledge

• As part of their life cycle, plants and animals 

reproduce. 

• Most animals reproduce sexually. This 

involves two parents where the sperm from 

the male fertilises the female egg. 

• Animals, including humans, have offspring 

which grow into adults.

• In humans and some animals, these offspring 

will be born live, such as babies or kittens, 

and then grow into adults.

• In other animals, such as chickens or snakes, 

there may be eggs laid that hatch to young 

which then grow to adults. 

• Some young undergo a further change before 

becoming adults e.g. caterpillars to 

butterflies. This is called a metamorphosis.

• Plants reproduce both sexually and asexually. 

Bulbs, tubers, runners and plantlets are 

examples of asexual plant reproduction 

which involves only one parent. 

• Gardeners may force plants to reproduce 

asexually by taking cuttings. 

• Sexual reproduction occurs through 

pollination, usually involving wind or insects.


