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Willow Class: Earth and Space

Gospel Value- Joy

What I should know already

I can explore the natural world around me and describe what I see, hear 

and feel whilst outside. I can observe changes across the four seasons 

and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day 

length varies.

Word Definition

Earth A planet which orbits around the sun in 365 

days.

Sun A large star which is at the centre of our Solar 

System.

Moon A celestial body that orbits around a planet.

Galaxy An extremely large group of stars and planets. 

Our galaxy is called the Milky Way. 

Satellite An object either natural or man-made that 

orbits around a planet.

Spherical A round and solid shape like a ball. 

Solar System Is made up of the sun and everything that 

orbits around it including planets, moons, 

asteroids, comets and meteoroids. There are 8 

planets in our solar system

Rotates When an object rotates it turns (spins) on its 

axis.

Star A burning mass of gas that makes heat and light 

energy e.g. the sun.

Orbit A curved path of a planet or satellite around an 

object.

Planet An object that orbits a star and does not emit 

its own light.

My Very Educated Mother Just Served Us Noodles.

Key Knowledge

• The Sun is a star. It is at the centre of our solar system. 

• There are 8 planets. These travel around the Sun in fixed orbits. 

• Earth takes 365 1/4 days to complete its orbit around the Sun. 

• The Earth rotates (spins) on its axis every 24 hours. 

• As Earth rotates half faces the Sun (day) and half is facing away from the Sun (night). 

• As the Earth rotates, the Sun appears to move across the sky. 

• The Moon orbits the Earth. It takes about 28 days to complete its orbit. 

• The Sun, Earth and Moon are approximately spherical. 




