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Willow Class: Ancient Egyptian Beliefs

Gospel Value-

Respect

Word Definition

Civilisation A civilization is a group of people with their 

own languages and way of life. 

Pharoah The most powerful person in Ancient Egypt 

who ruled over the people. 

Scarab A large beetle that represented resurrection 

and was seen as good luck. 

Amulet An object (usually a small piece of jewellery) 

in the shape of an animal or god, used to 

protect the wearer from evil and danger. 

Canopic Jar 4 jars used to preserve a persons organs 

during the mummification process. 

Sarcophagus A stone container designed to hold a coffin 

and bury Egyptian leaders. 

Tomb A building built to house a body. 

Afterlife Ancient Egyptians believed a person’s soul 

continued after their death.

Hieroglyphics A writing system which used pictures to 

represent sounds and words. 

Mummification A technique used to preserve a body so it 

could enter the afterlife.

Ankh A hieroglyphic symbol used to represent the 

word life.

Rosetta Stone An Ancient Egyptian stone slab that helped 

historians decipher hieroglyphics.

Timeline

c. 3100 BC c. 2700 BC c. 2250 BC 332 BC

People began 

to settle in the 

area of 

Ancient Egypt

The first 

pyramid 

structure of 

‘Saqqara” was 

built for 

Pharaoh 

Djoser. 

The great 

pyramid of 

Giza was built

Greek leader, 

Alexander, 

successfully 

conquered 

Egypt where he 

ruled until his 

death. 

Key Knowledge

People lived in early settlements around the River Nile in Egypt from around 7000 years ago, and 

the Ancient Egyptian civilisation started to grow around 3100 BC. This civilisation is considered one 

of the greatest in history, known for its inventiveness and power. It lasted for just over 3000 years.  

One historian called Herodotus famously called Ancient Egypt the “Gift of River Nile” as the river 

provided the Egyptians with so many essential resources food, protection. Bricks, clothing, apper, 

transport and trade

In Ancient Egypt, the most powerful person was the pharaoh. The pharaoh was a bit like a king or 

queen. They would rule the country and they were thought to be half-person, half-god.

The pyramids were built for pharaohs to be buried in after they died. The Egyptians believed that 

preserving somebody’s body after death would ensure they lived forever in the afterlife. 

A ‘mummy’ is a preserved body and ’mummification’ means the process of making a mummy.

The Ancient Egyptians worshipped many, many different gods and goddesses. Many people believed 

that worshipping the gods was important for making sure life ran smoothly and keeping peace in the 

land.

Tutankahmun’s tomb was discovered in 1922. As well as his body and a hoard of valuable treasures, 

some of the chambers in the tomb contained everyday objects like eating and cooking utensils, 

clothing and tools. 

What I should know 

already

The Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain. The 

successful invasion by Claudius 

and conquest, including 

Hadrian’s wall. 

British resistance, for example, 

Boudicca.


