
  

 
 

Curriculum Knowledge Overview: History 
 

Year group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Settling In 
All About Me 

Once There Were Giants 

Megaboy 
Peepo 

Toys 
A Chair For Baby Bear 

Nobot Robot 

‘Twas The Night Before Christmas 

Traditional Stories 
Gingerbread Man 

Three Little Pigs 

The Three Billie Goats Gruff 

Contemporary Stories 
Tree Seasons Come, Seasons  

Gruffalo 

The Man On The Moon-A Day 
In The Life of Bob/Portside 

Pirates 

Minibeasts 
The Tiny Seed 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

What The Ladybird Heard 

The World 
Handa’s Surprise 

Bringing The Rain To Kapiti 

Plain 
Mama Panya’s Pancake 

Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.  To know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now. 

Continuous Provision:  

• Discuss changes in children’s lives, moving house, new baby. Adults sequence and explain changes in their lives. 

• Put photographs or objects in chronological order. 

• Stories in picture books about other children, families. Fictional stories about growth and change; relate to children’s own experiences. 

• Sets of old/new, of different materials. How was it made? How does it work? How was it used? Making guesses. 

• Birthdays, seasons, days of week, months of year. 

 

Enquiry 1: How have I changed since I was a baby? 
Predicted Learning: 

• They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately when talking 

about themselves and people they know. 

• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to 

stories or events about their own lives and the lives of others. 

• Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular importance to 

them. 

• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 

• Children express themselves using past, present and future forms accurately when 

talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They 

develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

• Uses everyday language related to time. 

• Knows some of the things that make them unique and can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. 
 

 

Vocabulary 
Timeline 

Then 
Before 

Now 

Next 
Soon. 

 

Enquiry 2: Why do we wear different clothes at different times 
of the year? 

Predicted Learning: 

• They give their attention to what others say and respond 

appropriately to questions and discussions about times of the year. 

• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and 

in response to stories or events about different times of the year. 

• Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular 

importance to them. 

• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 

• Children express themselves using past, present and future forms 

accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to 

happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and 

explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

• Uses everyday language related to time. 

• Orders and sequences familiar events. 

• Measures short periods of time in simple ways. 

• Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 

• Remembers and talks about significant events in their own 

experience. 

• Recognises and describes special times or events for family or 

friends. 

• Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

• Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change over 
the year. 

• Knows some of the things that make them unique and can talk 
about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. 
 

 
Vocabulary 

Seasons 
Autumn 

Winter 
Spring 

Enquiry 3: What are our favourite celebrations each year? 
Predicted Learning: 

• They give their attention to what others say and respond 

appropriately to questions and discussions about significant events in 

their lives and others. 

• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and 

in response to stories or events about their own lives and the lives of 

others. 

• Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular 

importance to them. 

• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 

• Children express themselves using past, present, and future forms 

accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to 

happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and 

explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

• Uses everyday language related to time. 
 

Vocabulary 

Similarities 
Differences 

Week 
Days of the week 

Last week 

Last term 
Next week 

The week after that… 
Timeline 

 



Summer 
Month 

Year 

Timeline 
Similar 

Different 
 

1  Homes in the Past 

To place photographs on a 
timeline. 

 
Changes within living memory 

• What are homes like today? 
• What are the similarities and 

differences between the 

homes? 
• What were homes like for their 

grandparents? What were their 

features? 
• What were homes like in the 

1970s, 1960s, 1950s and 

Victorian homes? 
• What were the uses of the 

objects found in these homes? 
To make a museum area in the 

classroom. 
 

Vocabulary 
Past 

Present 

Yesterday 
Today 

Tomorrow 
Year 

Timeline 
Decade 

Similarity 

Difference 
Home 

Object 
Victorian 

Detached 

Semi-detached 
Terrace 

Flats 
Bungalow 

Mobile homes 
Caravans 

House boats 

Great Fire of London 

Events beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally or 

globally [for example, the Great 
Fire of London, the first aeroplane 

flight or events commemorated 

through festivals or anniversaries. 
 

2 September 1666 A fire broke 
out in a bakery on Pudding Lane 

in London a little after midnight, 
and eventually spread across 

most of the city 

6 September 1666 The very 
last fire was extinguished early in 

the morning by a crew led by 
Samuel Pepys 

27 October 1666 Robert 

Hubert was hanged at Tyburn for 
starting the fire – he confessed 

that he did this, but it later turned 
out that he was innocent and that 

the fire was an accident 
1677 The monument to the 

Great Fire of London was finished 

 

• Hook: Arrange a fire drill 
and/or a visit from the 

fire brigade to excite and 
engage children in finding 

out more about how we 

fight fires today compared 
with how fires were 

fought in 17th century.  

• Where and when did the 
Great Fire of London 

start? 

• What were the events of 

the Great Fire of London? 

• Why did the fire spread 
so quickly and stay alight 

for so long? 

• Who was Samuel Pepys 
and how do we know 

about him? 
 

 

 Monarchs 

Learn about the lives of 
significant individuals in the past 

who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. 

 

b. 24 May 1819, d. 22 Jan 
1901: Queen Victoria’s life 

1837 Became Queen 
1840 Married Prince Albert 

1952 Queen Elizabeth II 
 

• What is a monarch and 

where do they live? 

• What was Tudor life like 

and what do we know 

about Queen Elizabeth I? 

• What do we know about 

Queen Victoria? 

• What do we know about 

the Victorian period? 

• What do we know about 

the life of Elizabeth II? 

• To compare three major 

time periods. 

• To compare three 

significant Queens. 

 
Vocabulary 

Monarchy 
Reign 

Century 

Coronation 
Sovereign 

Royal 
Monarch 

banquet 

Windsor Castle 
Family crest 

Queen Victoria 
Victorian 

 

2  Guy Fawkes and the 
Gunpowder Plot 

 

Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally [for 

example, the Great Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight or events 

commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries. 

 Black History – Learie 
Constantine. 

 

The lives of significant individuals 
in the past who have contributed 

to national and international 
achievements. Significant 

historical events, people and 
places in their own locality. 

 The seaside then and now 
 

Events beyond living memory or 

places in their locality. 
(Morecambe) 

In this theme children learn about 
holidays in the past compared  

with holidays now. 
 



 
 

13/04/1570: Guy Fawkes was 

born in York. 
24/03/1603: King James I is 

crowned King of England. 
20/05/1604: Guy Fawkes, Robert 

Gatesby and several other men 
meet in the Duck and Drake pub 

for the first time to begin to discuss 

their plan. 
March 1605: The group rent a 

cellar under the House of Lords 
and hide 36 barrels of Gunpowder 

under bundles of firewood. 

26/10/1605: Lord Monteagle 
receives a letter warning him not to 

attend the opening of Parliament 
on 5th November 1605. 

01/05/1605: King James I is 
shown the letter received by Lord 

Monteagle. 

04/11/1605: Robert Cecil, the 
Secretary of State, orders a search 

under the Houses of Parliament. 
05/11/1605: Guy Fawkes is 

arrested and taken to the Tower of 

London. 
31//01/1606: Guy Fawkes is 

executed for treason. He is hung, 
drawn and quartered. 

 

• What is Bonfire Night? 

• Who was King James I of 
England and why were Catholic 

unhappy? 
• Who was Guy Fawkes? 
• What happened in the 

Gunpowder Plot? 
• Why are firework lit on 

November 5th? 
 

Vocabulary 

Gunpowder plot 

Guy Fawkes 
Houses of Parliament 

bonfire 
guard 

prison 
execution 

Catholic 

 

 
21st September 1901 Learie 

Constantine was born in Trinidad 

1922 Constantine was playing for 
Trinidad in major tournaments. 

1923 Constantine was selected 
for the West Indian tour of  

England. 
1928 – 1937 Learie Constantine 

played for Nelson in the 

Lancashire League 
1947 For his wartime work he 

was appointed a Member of the 
Order of the British Empire (MBE) 

1962 Learie was knighted and 

became Lord Learie Constantine 
1st July 1971 Learie died. His 

body was flown to Trinidad, 
where he received a state funeral. 

He was posthumously awarded 
Trinidad's highest honour, the 

Trinity Cross. A memorial service 

was held in London in 
Westminster Abbey. 

 

• What different factors 
might lead to a person 

becoming significant 

locally, nationally or 
internationally? 

• What was the Trinity 

Cross? 

• Who was Learie 
Constantine and what is 

he remembered for? 

• How did Learie 
Constantine become a 

significant cricketer? 

• How did Learie 

Constantine adjust to life 
in Lancashire/ England? 

• Did Learie Constantine 

change events at the time 
he lived? Did he improve 

lots of people’s lives? Why 

did he act the way he 
did? 

• Did Learie Constantine 

have a long-lasting impact 
on the UK and the world? 

Was he a really good 
example to other people 

of how to live or behave? 

 
Vocabulary 

 
Enslave  

Racial discrimination 

Reputation 
Tournament 

Batting 
Bowling 

Fielder 

1700s Seaside resorts first 
developed in Britain. 

1735 First bathing machine 

appeared in Devon 
1814 Ryde Pier opened 

1840s Expansion of the railways. 
Morecambe 

1869 Central Pier opened 
1878 Winter Gardens opened as a 

ballroom 

1907 Morecambe Promenade 
Station opened to passengers 

1933 Midland Hotel opened 
1936 The Lido opened 

1986 Central Pier closed 

 
 

What are the features of a seaside 
holiday? 

What were seaside holidays like in 
the past? (Morecambe focus) 

When and how did seaside holidays 

become popular? 
What were seaside holidays like 100 

years ago? 
What are the similarities and 

differences between seaside 

holidays now and in the past? 
 

Vocabulary 
Seaside  

Pier 

Bathing 
Holiday 

Past  
Present 

Chronological 
Traditional 

Popular 

Era 
Victorian Era 

Century 



Genius 
Significant 

 

 

3 Changes In Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age 

 
3,000 BC New Stone Age begins: farming people arrive from Europe. First stone 

circles erected. 
2,100 BC  Bronze Age begins 

2,000 BC  Stonehenge completed Stonehenge visit 

750 BC Iron Age began.  Iron replaces bronze as most useful metal 
 

• What does prehistory mean? 

• How did hunter-gatherers survive in the Stone Age? 

• What was Stone Age Cave Art? 

• What kind of sources tell us about the Stone Age? 

• What was Skara Brae? 

• Why are there so many mysteries about Stonehenge? 

• How did bronze replace stone in the Bronze Age? 

• What do grave goods tell us about the Bronze Age/ 

• What was life like in an Iron Age hill fort? 

• What was Iron Age art like? 

Vocabulary 
Hunter-gatherer 

Nomad 

Tribe 
Skara Brae  

Bronze/Iron 
Roundhouse 

Hillfort 

Smelting 
Druid 

Domesticate 
Peasantry 

Chronology 

    Rich and Poor Tudors 

A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 

 

1485 Henry VII became King 
of England 

1509 Henry VIII became 
King of England 

1547 Edward VI became King 
of England 

1553 Jane Grey became 

Queen of England 
1553 Mary I became Queen 

of Scotland 
1558 Elizabeth I became 

Queen of England 

 

• To place the 
Tudors on a 

timeline. 
• How can we 

distinguish 

between rich and 
poor Tudors? 

• What were the 

features of Tudor 

buildings? How 
comfortable were 

they? 
• How can we use 

inventories to find 

out about the 

lives of people in 
the Tudor period? 

• What was life like 

for poor people in 
Tudor times? 

• What was life like 

for rich people in 
Tudor times? 

• What were the 

differences 

between the 
lifestyles of rich 

and poor Tudors? 
 

Vocabular 

Tudor 
Monarch 

Wattle and Daub 
Deserving poor 

Farthingale 
Workhouse 

Court 

 

  



4   The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 
 

43 AD Romans invade, and Britain becomes part of the Roman 

Empire 
61 AD Boudicca leads the Iceni in revolt against the Romans 

70 AD Romans conquer Wales and the North 
122 – 128 AD Emperor Hadrian builds a wall on the Scottish 

Border 
140 AD Romans conquer Scotland 

401 – 410 AD The Romans withdraw from Britain: Anglo Saxons 

migrants begin to Settle. 
1823 Lancaster Museum was founded. Among its highlights is the 

Lancaster Roman Tombstone, a memorial dating from c. 100 AD 
which was found locally in 2005. It depicts a Roman soldier on 

horseback with a decapitated opponent at his feet and is described 

as "an iconic piece of Lancaster's dramatic past [giving] a crucial 
insight into the history of the county. 

1973/4, Discovered and excavated the Roman bathhouse in 
Vicarage Field, Lancaster, formed one end of a large courtyard 

house, probably the home of a Roman official. 
It was demolished in about 340AD to make way for a new and 

massive stone fort. Part of the fort wall, known as the ‘Wery Wall’, 

can also be seen. 
 

 
When did the Romans invade and why? 

• Why did they invade Britain? 

• How do we know about life in Roman Britain?  How do we 

know about Roman life in Lancaster? 

Did the native Britons welcome or resist them, and why?  

• Who was Boudicca and why do we remember her? 

How did they influence the culture of the people already 

here? 

• How did Celtic people live? 

• Why did the Romans settle in Britain? Did the Romans settle in 

Lancaster? 

 

Vocabulary 

Empire 
Aqueduct 

Centurion 
Emperor 

Boudicca 

chariot 
invasion 

Archaeology 
Ruins 

Chronology 

 The Lancashire Cotton 
Industry 

A study over time tracing how 

several aspects of national history 
are reflected in the locality. 

A study of an aspect of history or a 
site beyond 1066 that is significant 

in the locality. 
 

1777 Preston’s First Cotton Mill 

opens 
1822 Guild, Procession of the 

Cotton Trades 
1862 Cotton Famine 

1882 Guild celebrated Preston’s 

strength and world-wide 
importance as a cotton town. 

1960s-1970s One Lancashire mill 
closes every week. 

  

• Where do our clothes 
come from in the present? 

• Where did our clothes 

come from in the past? 

• How significant was the 

Lancashire Cotton Industry 
for the people of 

Lancashire? 

• What was life like for the 
Lancashire cotton factory 

workers? 

• How did the 1862 Cotton 

Famine affect the people 
of Lancashire? 

• Did the cotton grow here? 

Where did it come from? 
Who was involved? What 

was their life like? 
 

Vocabulary  

Cotton 
Industry 

Mill 
Yarn 

Cloth 

Natural fabrics 
Man-Made fabrics 

Synthetic 
Polyester 

Population 
Profit 

Subsistence 

Dependence 
Census 

Insurrection 
Famine 

Slaves 

Slavery 
Industrial Revolution 

Racial 
Equality 



5 
 

 

 
 

Anglo Saxons, Vikings and Scots Settlement in Britain 
 

793 AD Vikings attack from Norway.  They attack the monastery at Lindisfarne in 

Northumbria. 
871 AD Alfred the Great becomes king of Wessex. 

886 AD King Alfred agrees a treaty.  Alfred keep the west and the Vikings the east 
which is later known as Danelaw. 

900 AD The Vikings establish rule over Scotland. 
1014 AD Cnut becomes king of the Danes and England 

1042 AD Edward II returns from Normandy to become king of England.  He is better 

known as Edward the Confessor because of his piety. 
1066 AD The last Anglo Saxon King, Harold, is defeated by William the Conqueror at 

the Battle of Hastings and Norman Britain begins. 

• Who were the Anglo-Saxon invaders? 
• Why did the Anglo-Saxons want to settle in Britain? 
• What was it like in an Anglo-Saxon village? 
• What kind of clothes did the Anglo-Saxon's wear? 
• How was Anglo-Saxon Britain ruled? 
• Who was Alfred the Great? 
• How did the Anglo-Saxon's find out about Christianity? 
• What was the mystery of Sutton Hoo? 
• Why did the Vikings invade Britain? 
• How did Viking Settlement affect the Anglo-Saxon's 
• How and when did England become a unified country? 
• Research the end of the Anglo-Saxon and Viking era in Britain 

 

 
Vocabulary 

Anglo 

Saxons 
Jutes 

Mead 
Rune 

Wattle-and-daub 

Thatch 
Farmer-warrior 

Sutton Hoo 
Lindisfarne  

Illumination 
Manuscript 

Longboat 

Chieftain 
Berserker 

Danegeld 
Yggdrasil 

Danelaw 

Asgard 
Jarl 

Karl 
Figurehead 

Valhalla 

Chronology 
era 

 

  Beliefs in Ancient Egypt 
 

The Achievements of the Earliest 

Civilisations:  
 

c.3100BC – People began to 
settle in the area of Ancient 

Egypt. 
c.2700BC – The first pyramid 

structure of ‘Saqqara’ was built 

for Pharoah Djoser. 
c.2250BC – The Great Pyramid 

of Giza was built. 
332BC – Greek leader, 

Alexander, successfully conquered 

Egypt, where he ruled until his 
death. 

 

• Who were the Ancient 
Egyptians? 

• Why was Ancient Egypt 

the ‘Gift of the Nile’? 
• Who were the Ancient 

Egyptian pharoahs? 
• Why did the Ancient 

Egyptians build the 

pyramids? 
• What was mummification 

in Ancient Egypt? 
• Who were the Ancient 

Egyptian Gods? 
• What was discovered 

inside Tutankhamun’s 

tomb? 
Vocabulary 

Civilisation 

Pharaoh 
Scarab 

Amulet 
canopic jar 

Sarcophagus 

Tomb 
Afterlife 

Hieroglyphics  
Mummification 

Ankh 

Rosetta Stone 
 

 

6 A Lancashire Slave  

Ship called Hope’/ The Transatlantic 

Slave Trade 
The unit involves the study of an aspect in 

British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 

1480s The Portuguese populate their island 
colonies off the coast of western Africa 

 Ancient Greece 

Ancient Greece –a study of Greek 

life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world.  

1200 BC The Trojan War begins 
(Athens versus Troy) 

1100 BC End of Mycenaean age, 

Ancient Greece enters a ‘Dark 
Age’. 

 The Maya 

A non-European society that 

provides contrasts with British 
history 

2000 BC - 1000 BC People begin 
to farm and settle in small villages. 

People copy the crafts of the 

Olmec people, including making 

 



largely with enslaved Black Africans. The 
Portuguese also take many African captives 

back to Portugal. 

1500s Spain and Portugal begin 
establishing colonies in the New World. 

Large parts of the Caribbean will be 
depopulated during the European conquest. 

Increasingly, captives will be shipped from 
Africa to replace the enslaved Indians. 

1600s The Dutch, English, and French also 

establish colonies in the New World and 
become major participants in the 

transatlantic slave trade. A large percentage 
of their human cargo is taken from the 

region of West Africa between the Sénégal 

and Niger rivers. Demand for slave labor 
rises sharply with the growth of sugar 

plantations in the Caribbean and tobacco 
plantations in the Chesapeake region of 

North America. 
August 1619 The first Africans in English 

America are brought to the Jamestown 

Colony in Virginia. (They had been carried 
on a Portuguese slave ship sailing from 

Angola to Veracruz, Mexico. While the 
Portuguese ship was sailing through the 

West Indies, it was attacked by a Dutch 

man-of-war and an English ship out of 
Jamestown. The two attacking ships 

captured about 50 enslaved. 
1700s The largest numbers of enslaved 

Africans are taken to the Americas during 

this period, accounting for nearly three-
fifths of the total volume of the transatlantic 

slave trade, according to historians’ 
estimates. 

1780s The peak of the transatlantic slave 
trade is reached. On average some 78,000 

enslaved people are brought to the 

Americas each year of this decade. About 
half the captives are transported from Africa 

in ships of British merchants. French and 
Portuguese traders also transport significant 

numbers of enslaved people. 

1807 Great Britain abolishes the slave 
trade with its colonies. 

1808 The U.S. Congress bans the 
importation of slaves into the country. 

1833–34 Great Britain passes the Slavery 
Abolition Act in 1833. The law, which takes 

effect in 1834, abolishes slavery in most 

British colonies, freeing more than 800,000 
enslaved Africans in the Caribbean and 

South Africa as well as a small number in 
Canada. The Slavery Abolition Act does not 

explicitly refer to British North America, 

however. Its aim is rather to dismantle the 
large-scale plantation slavery that exists in 

Britain’s tropical colonies. 
 

• Why is it important to study Black 

British History?  

800 BC The Ancient Greeks 
found colonies around the 

Mediterranean and the Black Sea. 

776 BC The first Olympic Games. 
700 BC The Iiad and Odyssey set 

down by Homer. 
500 BC Democracy is founded in 

Athens. 
480 BC Democracy is founded in 

Athens. 

431 BC The Peloponnesian War 
(Athens versus Sparta) begins. 

404 BC The Peloponnesian War 
ends with the defeat of Athens by 

Sparta and with it comes to an 

end of Greece’s ‘Golden Age’. 
336 BC Alexander the Great ruler 

of Ancient Greece and establishes 
an Ancient Greek Empire. 

146 BC Rome conquers Greece 

• Who were the Ancient 
Greeks? 

• What do artefacts tell us 

about what life was like in 

Ancient Greece? 

• What do we know about 
the achievements of 

Alexander the Great? 

• How have the Olympic 
Games changed since 

they were first held in 

Ancient Greece? 
. 

 
Vocabulary 

Democracy 
Legacy 

Civilisation 

City-States 
Acropolis 

Parthenon 
Marathon 

Olympics 

Citizen 
Column 

Chronology 

pottery and carving with jade. 
Basic trade is developed.  

900 BC Farmers begin to use 

irrigation systems to help their 
plants to grow. This means larger 

settlements can form.  
300 BC The first cities begin to 

develop, and the Mayan 
population grows rapidly.  

292 BC The first known Mayan 

writing is produced.  
50 BC The first temple is built in 

Cerros.  
250 AD The Maya begins their 

most powerful era. Astronomy, 

mathematics and architecture are 
all developing.  

300 AD The Maya adopts the idea 
of a monarchy and are now ruled 

by kings.  
500 AD - 800 AD Major cities 

develop and thrive, such as Tikal, 

Palenque, Uxmal and Copan. Fine 
temples and palaces are built and 

art, culture and religion all reach 
their peak. 

800 - 900 AD The major cities 

begin to decline and are eventually 
abandoned 

• How and when did 

Europeans encounter the 
Mayan civilisation? 

• How do we know about 

the Mayan civilisation and 
their way of life? 

• How was Mayan society 

organised and how does 

this compare to modern 
society? 

• What did the Maya 

believe in? 

• What was life like for the 
Maya? 

• What were the 

achievements of the Maya 

including their number 
system and calendar? 

• What are the reasons 

behind the decline of the 
Mayan civilisation? 

 
Vocabulary 

 

Dynasty 
Civilisation 

Maize 
Codex 

Hieroglyphics 

Stela 
Scribe 

Bloodletting 
Cacao 

Cenote 



• Why was the 18th Century ‘Diagram 

of the Brookes’ created?  

• What was the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade? Was Great Britain involved? 

Was Lancashire involved?  

• What does The Package Book of the 
Ship Hope tell us about the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

• Slave Trade Report by the 1820 

Lancaster Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

 
Vocabulary 

Century 

Slave 
Slavery 

Racial 
Inequality 

Campaign 

Abolish 
Abolition 

Stowed 
Influential 

Transatlantic 
Trade 

 

 

 


