
St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School 

History skills Progression document 

History 

The National Curriculum for history (2014) aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped 

this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic 

features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

• gain and deploy a historically-grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, 

draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been constructed  

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 
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 Use everyday language related to 

time 
 Order and sequence familiar events 

 Understand the past through 

settings, characters and events 

encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. 

 Talk about the loves of the people 

around them and their roles in 
society. 

 Develop, then demonstrate an 

awareness of the past, using 
common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time  
 

 Show where places, people and 

events fit into a broad 
chronological framework  

 

 Begin to use dates 

 Develop increasingly 

secure chronological 
knowledge and 

understanding of history, 
local, British and world  

 

 Put events, people, places 
and artefacts on a 

timeline  

 

 Use correct terminology to 
describe events in the 

past 

 As Year 3/4, and Use 

greater depth and range 
of knowledge 
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 Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 

discussions about stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems and during role-
play. 

 

 Develop, the use a wide 
vocabulary of historical terms, 

such as: a long time ago, 

recently, when my …. were 
younger, years, decades, 

centuries, parliament,  

 Develop use of 
appropriate subject 

terminology, such as: 

empire, civilisation, 
monarch, parliament and 

peasantry. 

 Record knowledge and 
understanding in a variety 

of ways, using dates and 

key terms appropriately 
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 Demonstrate understanding of what 

has been read to them by retelling 
stories and narratives using their 

own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

 Participate in small group, class and 

one-to-one discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently introduced 

vocabulary.  

 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions… 

in response to stories or events. 

 Make comments about what they 
have heard and ask questions to 

clarify their understanding; 

 Know that information can be 
retrieved from books and computers. 

 Record, using marks they can 

interpret and explain 

 Ask and begin to answer 

questions about events e.g. 
When? What happened? What 

was it like…? Why? Who was 
involved?  

 

 Understand some ways we find 
out about the past e.g. using 

artefacts, pictures, stories and 

websites  
 

 Choose and use parts of stories 

and other sources to show 
understanding of events  

 

 Communicate understanding of 

the past in a variety of ways 

 Ask and answer questions 

about the past, 
considering aspects of 

change, cause, similarity 
and difference and 

significance  
 

 Suggest where we might 

find answers to questions 

considering a range of 
sources  

 

 Understand that 
knowledge about the past 

is constructed from a 

variety of sources  
 

 Construct and organise 

responses by selecting 
relevant historical data 

 Devise, ask and answer 

more complex questions 
about the past, 

considering key concepts 
in history  

 
 

 Select sources 

independently and give 

reasons for choices  
 

 

 Analyse a range of source 
material to promote 

evidence about the past  

 

 Construct and organise 
response by selecting and 

organising relevant 
historical data 
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   Identify different ways that the 

past is represented, e.g. fictional 
accounts, illustrations, films, 

song, museum displays 

 Be aware that different 

versions of the past may 
exist and begin to suggest 

reasons for this 

 Understand that the past 

is represented and 
interpreted in different 

ways and give reasons for 
this 
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  Know some similarities and 

differences between things in the 

past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read 

in class; 

 Discuss change and continuity in 

an aspect of life, e.g. Toys  

 Be aware that different 

versions of the past may 

exist and begin to suggest 
reasons for this 

 As Year 3/4, and Use a 

greater depth of historical 

knowledge 
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  Offer explanations for why things 

might happen, making use of 

recently introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 

poems when appropriate; 

 Recognise why people did things 
 

 Recognise why some events 

happened  
 

 Recognise what happened as a 

result of people’s actions or 

events 

 Describe and begin to 
make links between main 

events, situations and 
changes within and across 

different periods and 

societies 

 Begin to offer 
explanations about why 

people in the past acted 
as they did 
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 Know some similarities and 
differences between different 

religious and cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read 

in class 

 Identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life 

in different periods, including 
their own lives 

 Identify and give reasons 
for historical events, 

situations and changes  
 

 Identify some of the 

results of historical 

events, situations and 
changes 

 Show understanding of 
some of the similarities 

and differences between 
different periods, e.g. 

social, belief, local, 

individual 
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  Recognise and describe special times 

or events for family or friends 

 Recognise and make simple 

observations about who was 

important in an historical 
event/account, e.g. talk about 

important places and who was 
important and why 

 Describe some of the 

similarities and differences 

between different periods, 
e.g. social, belief, local, 

individual 

 Give reasons why some 

events, people or 

developments are seen as 
more significant than 

others 

 


