
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

February Newsletter – After the rain comes the rainbow 

Dear Parents and carers, 

As we go into our half term break, having made it through another 

challenging and anxious six weeks, some of us maybe feeling a little 

jaded and tired. Some of us will be experiencing feelings of 

bereavement and loss and some of us will be feeling stress like 

never before. It is in these times that we find comfort in our faith 

and in the love and kindness of one another. In times of difficulty, 

we must focus on the simple gifts given by God to lift our spirits 

and remind us that we are not our own. We must remember to 

look up because the mornings are becoming lighter and the 

evenings seem a little less dark.  

For me, I have now had the privilege of being your Headteacher for a whole half term! Whilst, it  has been 

challenging in lots of ways due to the Covid-19 pandemic: school being closed to many of our pupils; providing 

remote learning and support to our children and families at home and the enormous task of co-ordinating critical 

worker places in school, I have also reaped the rewards of those challenges. I have met almost all of our children 

online through Teams and I am so excited that next half term  I will be having lunch and ;biscuit and a brew’ sessions 

in the very first week back with all classes. Please check your Teams invites because I am so looking forward to being 

able to chat to you all and for you to have the opportunity to talk to me, ask your questions or share some news or 

favourite things with me! 

The biggest thank you I have after this half term is for our children. You have not had a say in 

what happens to you, you have not been allowed to come to school, see your friends and 

your whole world has been turned upside down! All of your teacher’s and adults at school 

think you are all real superheroes! You have done an amazing job at home and in school, on 

your remote learning timetables and we have all been super impressed by the work you 

have shared and the efforts you have shown. I hope that it won’t be too long before we can 

all be together again. 

Parents and Families, I want to thank you 

enormously and on behalf of the whole staff 

team at St Bernadette’s. Your words and gifts 

to say thanks, to offer support and 

encouragement have really lifted our spirits 

and made the most difficult of days a little 

easier to bare. We miss having the children in 

school and cannot wait to be back together 

again. I would also like to thank you for your 

understanding and patience if you have been 

applying for critical worker places. I know at 

times this has been stressful and will have 

caused some anxiety for some of you, especially when we had to change over to the weekly application form. 

Unfortunately, this was unavoidable due to the sheer number of applications from our families and the vast list of 
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‘critical workers’ added to the Government list. I would like to personally reassure you, that our policy is applied 

fairly and robustly each week. We also keep a waiting list and allocate places from this on a daily basis if a place 

becomes available. Thank you to those families who have let us know when their shifts or circumstances have 

changed, because of your kindness, we have been able to help more families. Please see below for an overview of 

how our critical worker places were allocated for the week beginning 1st February. 

 

Remote learning survey 

 

 

 

We were so pleased that so many of you responded to our remote learning survey and we are very pleased with the 

results, which were overwhelmingly positive. Thank you for your kind words which have been shared with all staff, 

here are just some of your comments:- 

 

I Would Describe My Child's 
Participation In Remote 
Learning As 

Highly 
dedicated/trying 

hard 
 

38 

Not dedicated/not 
trying 

 
6 

Somewhat 
dedicated/trying 

 
49 

Unsure 
 

1 

The Amount Of Work My Child 
Has Been Assigned To 
Complete Each Week Is 

Just right 
 

69 

Too little 
 

4 

Too much 
 

17 

Unsure 
 

5 

The Support My Child Is 
Receiving From Their Teacher 
Via Remote Learning Is 

Excellent 
 

51 

Good 
 

32 

Poor 
 

2 

Unsure 
 

9 

I Am Able To Provide My Child 
With The Support They Need 
For Successful Remote Learning 

No, I need help 
 

12 

Sometimes, but I 
think my child is 

okay 
 

43 

Yes 
 

38 

 

The School Provides Me The 
Right Information I Need To 
Support My Child's Learning 

No, I don't have 
any information 

 
1 

No, the information 
provided is not good 

 
3 

Yes, the 
information 

provided is good, 
but I find it difficult 

to manage 
29 

Yes, the 
information 

provided is very 
good and I like it 

 
59 

How Much Do You Think Your 
Child Is Learning During 
Remote Learning Compared To 
Regular School? 

Learning about the 
same 

 
18 

Learning more 
 

2 

Learning much less 
 

23 

Learning 
somewhat less 

 
52 

How Satisfied Are You With 

Communications From School 
Overall? 

Moderately 

satisfied 
 

1 

Not satisfied 
 

3 

Quite satisfied 
 

27 

Very satisfied 
 

65 

The Amount Of Communication 
From My Child's Teachers Is 

Just right 
 

86 

Too little 
 

8 

  

In The Past 4 Weeks, If You 
Needed To Talk To Your Child's 
School, Were You Able To Get 
In Touch With The Right 
Person? 

Not Applicable 
 

25 

Yes, I reached the 
right person but it 

was not easy 
 

1 

Yes, I reached the 
right person easily 

 
67 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Mrs Buchan and Mrs Pilkington. ***** is very happy and your emails to her and me have been lovely 

and supportive. 

Lovely phone call with Mrs Lord, really helped myself and ********. 

Miss Burke has been extremely thorough in planning year 6’s remote learning. She is supporting my child’s 

progress. I could not ask for more. 

I think the daily team calls are excellent. They allow the children to see each other, show off their work, reflect and 

have a little practice at what they are doing each day. Mrs Bramhall has set the tone just right. 

Think you are all doing a great job keep it up. 

We think the staff are all doing as best as they can in the current circumstances. There are only so many hours in 

the day. I believe that everyone, on some level, understands that schools can only do the best they can with what 

resources they have. 

 

 

We asked for your suggestions on how to improve our remote learning offer. Whilst we cannot act upon them all, 

we will be introducing some different elements for the children. Miss Burke writes…. 

 

All the staff in school have been very impressed by the work they have received from the pupils in 

their class. Even under difficult circumstances, the children at St Bernadette’s continue to shine. 

Please be reassured that the mental health of your child is our priority and the daily Teams 

meetings have proved very successful in creating a sense of togetherness amongst the children. 

We have a history of closing the attainment gap therefore; we have plans in place for when the 

children return to school to close any gaps created by this lockdown. 

We have put numerous tips on our Remote Online Learning section of our website these include: 

tips for remote education for parents and pupils; tips on the use of Teams; seven tips when reading 

with your child; and how to talk to your child to aid motivation. https://st-

bernadettes.lancs.sch.uk/remote-online-learning/ 

Thank you for completing the remote learning survey on the ParentApp. All the teachers are going 

to ensure that there are extra challenge tasks in mathematics and we are going to offer more 

optional project work. 
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Express yourself! Mental Health Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was fabulous to come together digitally to celebrate our fantastic differences and Mrs Round has brilliantly 

brought us all together digitally on our very own ‘Express Yourself’ video which can be seen on the school website 

https://st-bernadettes.lancs.sch.uk/childrens-mental-health-week/ . It felt good to let out my inner roar! 
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Make some noise Wednesdays! 

In school, we have been going outside at 1pm to make as much noise as we possibly can. This initiative came about 

to show that there is hope, we are in this together and it is a great way to let off some steam. Remember to join in 

from home and share some of your photos with us too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Plans and Preparations 

Lent is a time of preparation and reflection, we are getting ready to relive the 

greatest sacrifice made for us –by Jesus, God’s only son. He gave his life so that 

we might live.  

Lent lasts for forty days because that's how long Jesus wandered in the desert, 

fasting, while he resisted temptation. Lent is an opportunity for us to be like 

Jesus. This year however, we are not sure where our Lenten preparations and reflections will take place so we have 

put together a Lenten planner full of scripture, actions, reflections and charity events that can take place whether we 

are in school or at home 

This year for Lent, we have decided to raise money for a number of causes and charities and the fun activities can 

take place at home and at school – look at the dates carefully because there is something different each Friday. Mrs 

Maudsley will contact you after the half term break to let you all know how to make your donations. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

CAFOD Live Simply Initiative 
 

“God saw all that he had made and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31)  
  
Our school is enthusiastically working towards gaining the CAFOD Live Simply Award.  In the Autumn Term, you will 
remember that all the classes did mini projects to increase our awareness of our beautiful world and caring for it, 
ranging from bulb planting to planning single use plastic free lunchboxes.    
  
This term, we are excited to launch the EnviroLent Challenge in our school and parish community.  This calendar 
consists of 40 short activities (planned though virtual meetings by all the classes in school) which we can try to do in 
our lives to make us think about others and care for our incredible world.  Lent is a time for prayer and a time to do 
things for others.  At this time, our small actions can help those suffering from the effects of climate change around 
the world.  It is time to walk with our brothers and sisters to seek justice for all.   
 
This calendar will be shared with you soon on the school website and with our parish. We hope you enjoy this challenge 
and we’d love to see any photos that you may take for some of the activities.  
  
Photos can be sent to eucalyptus@st-bernadettes.lanc.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 

Father Peter’s reflection and Prayer 
 

I think that it would be fair to say that our world has come undone, it is not how the Lord created it to be. This was 
caused by sin which broke our relationship with God - we need a Saviour. And God loved us so much that he sent us 
his Beloved Son Jesus. 
 

We Pray 
 

Jesus give me a heart like yours, 
because in the face of a world undone, it is easy to lose heart. 

In a world undone, it is easy to get discouraged. 
It is easy to say, “I’m done.” 

But with you, Jesus, we know the truth: 
that being loved intensely by you means being drawn into your heart. 

Give me the courage to say, 
 

Lord, whatever you give me, let it reveal you to the world. 
Give me the miracle so that others can know you. 
Let me be the martyr so that others can know you. 

Deliver me so that others can know you. 
Let me face death - both my own and the deaths of my loved ones - without losing heart, 

so that others can know you. 
 

Fr. Mike Schmitz. 
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Track and Trace 
 
An important reminder for parents and carers of children who have been in school this week. Should your child test 
positive in the next 48hrs you must inform school so that can fulfil our track and trace responsibilities and keep 
everybody safe. 
 

 

Finally, I wish you all a safe, happy and healthy half term holiday. 

Best wishes and God bless 

 

Mrs Shoulder 


